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Expanding the Medicare
Savings Plan

After six years of grassroots organizing, MSAC successfully persuaded state
lawmakers and Governor Baker to include the first step in our three-step staircase
bill in the budget.. Photos, videos, news articles, op-eds and social media all

played key roles in our successful partnership. We are ready to expand MSP access
to even more Seniors in 2020!

Read All About it S5 e T8
Medicare Savings Program (MSP)

Baker includes in his budget:
AP

Boston Herald
Boston 25
Worcester Business Journal

MassLive

State officially expands MSP:

Telegram and Gazette L W - S0

Somerville Times

Andover Townsman

Haverill Gazette

The Daily News ¥ | I =

Dot News - Edna Pruce Profile



https://apnews.com/d6e90d70d6334106a89a840b3ed12188
https://www.bostonherald.com/2019/01/19/baker-proposes-medicare-eligibility-expansion-for-low-income-seniors/
https://www.boston25news.com/news/local/gov-baker-proposes-expanding-medicare-savings-program-1/906887535/
https://www.wbjournal.com/article/baker-plan-expands-medicare-assistance-to-seniors
https://www.masslive.com/politics/2019/01/gov-charlie-bakers-budget-to-include-extra-10-million-for-medicaid-savings-program-which-would-expand-coverage-for-low-income-seniors.html
https://www.telegram.com/news/20190119/gov-baker-proposes-expanding-medicare-savings-program
https://www.thesomervilletimes.com/archives/93993
https://3.basecamp.com/3630107/buckets/10511640/documents/2035297591
https://3.basecamp.com/3630107/buckets/10511640/documents/2035295845
https://www.newburyportnews.com/news/regional_news/state-expands-medicare-savings-for-seniors/article_31313205-8b3a-542c-9e50-a31ddbf720b4.html
https://www.dotnews.com/2019/dot-resident-cited-unsung-heroine-her-seniors-advocacy

Charlie Baker proposes Medicare

eligibility expansion for

low-income seniors
Gov. Charlie Baker is proposing to expand the eligibility
for Medicare Savings Programs to allow more low-income
seniors to qualify.
In his annual budget submissions, Baker is including
the proposal to spend $7 million every year to leverage
more than $100 million in federal funds for Medicare
prescription drug subsidies for eligible seniors OVer 65.
Expanding the program would bring the number of
eligible low-income seniors from 18,000 to around 43,000.
Most of the current folks in the program would receive
better benefits, and approximately 25,000 people who
aren’t now eligible would become SO.

The Medicare Savings Programs pay for Medicare
ket expenses for low-income

premiums and out-of-poc
eligible seniors. Currently, one in three low-income seniors

in the state spend less than 20 percent of their income on
health care.

telegram.com

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS -~
] " 1 Mass Senior Action Council
oRAST July11- @

No one should ever need to decide between food and crucial medication.
| That's why MSAC members poured iInto the State House Tuesday to tell

| lawmakers that the tirme for meaningful healthcare reform is now!

. The staircase bill (H.B.1199/ 5.8.699) will expand access to affordable
| healthcare 10 70,000 low income seniors over 3 years. #aridgeTheGap

| #iSeniorPower #Affo(dab\eHealthcare

Gov. Baker proposes expanding
Medicare savings program

BOSTON — Low-income seniors would see a break on
how much they pay for health care under a plan Republican
Gov. Charlie Baker is including in his state budget proposal

Under the plan, seniors who earn 130 to 165 percent of .

the federal poverty level — from just under $16,000 to
ab(?ut $20,000 each year — would be eligible for Medicare
savings programs, which help reduce health care expenses,
including out-of-pocket costs.

Currently seniors earning from 100 to 135 percent of the
federal poverty level — from just over $12,100 to $16,400
— are eligible for the savings programs, which also help
cover hospital and general medical services. They also
automatically qualify for help with prescription drug
coverage.

Baker’s budget would set aside about $10 million in state
dollars for the expansion, which would leverage about $100
million in additional federal Medicare dollars for nearly
4(‘)‘,000 seniors — 25,000 of whom are currently not eligible

This will make a big difference to a lot of people,” Baker ‘
said Friday.
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| What's next?

| A 3-step staircase 10 expand it
|

even further. Stay wned! #

BE A CHAMPION FOR MASS.SENIORS!
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Transportation
Justice for Seniors

Seniors need accessible, affordable public Seniors Demand Real Solutions

transportation options to stay independent. to Access Services - Springfield
Traveling to buy groceries, medicine and being able Republican:

to access healthy meals, exercise and social support Following Pressure From Seniors,
are essential for Seniors’ wellbeing. This year, we City To Offer Free Rides To.
secured affordable transport to the grocery store Springfield Senior Center

for Seniors in New Bedford. Through a two-year Tripp Towers seniors upset after
grassroots campaign in Springfield, including news SRTA stops service to Stop &
stories, op-eds, videos and social media,we finally Shop

achieved a pilot program that answers our calls for SRTA and Tripp Tower seniors
a workable plan to get Seniors from neighborhoods reach compromise on grocery
where senior centers closed, to the centralized Jordan shuttle

Read All About it

Mass Live

Springfield Republican

Senior Center.

SPRINGFIELD

Elders
demand
respect

Seniors protest transportation, food prices at senior center

By PETER GOONAN
pgoonan@repub.com

A group of senior citizens protesting
yesterday on the steps of City Hall, seeking
improved transportation to the Raymond
Jordan Senior Center and lower-cost meals,
triggered a face-to-face encounter with
Mayor Domenic J. Sarno, who defended his
efforts.

Approximately 30 seniors, supporters and
advocates called for action by the cityto

relieve their concerns, chanting and holding
signs spelling “Respect.”

The demonstration happened to coincide
with a Greek heritage flag raising ceremony,
also on the City Hall steps, involving Sarno
and other officials.

After the ceremony, Sarno walked over
and told the seniors that his administration
built the $12.5 million senior center at Blunt
Park, which opened in February 2018. He
said his oftice recently allocated city funds to

SEE SENIORS, PAGE A6
purchase a handicap-accessi-
ble bus for senior events that
will help at the Jordan Senior
Center.

Sarno said his administration
also listened to the wishes of
seniors who favored improved,
but more expensive, meals
at the Jordan Senior Center.
Advocates say meals at senior
centers typically cost $2, while
at the Jordan Senior Center
they cost $3.50.

“Here is the bottom line —
seniors are near and dear tomy
heart and 1 love you s0,” Sarno
said.

On Tuesday, Sarno said
he was “a bit surprised and
miffed” by news of the protest.
Seniors attending the protest,
advocates from the Massachu-

and some candidates for city
office on the Sept. 10 prelimi-
nary election ballot, said they
are not convinced, and have
not seen or heard a specific
plan for how their concerns will
be met.

Seniors said Pioneer Valley
Transit Authority buses are
inconvenient and far away
from many of their homes, and
vans are too costly at $6 per
round trip.

Mattie Lacewell, president of
the Springfield chapter of Senior
Action and a 50-year resident
of the city, said the group was
protesting “because we want
access and affordability to the
new Ray Jordan Senior Center.”

Lacewell said four neigh-
borhood senior centers were
closed and replaced by the new
center on Roosevelt Avenue,

“The Ray Jordan Center is
a beautiful, beautiful (site),”
Lacewell said. “What we want
is to have access to it, not just
the people who can drive, not
just the people who can afford
the bus to get there. We want
all of our community tobe able
to access this wonderful, lovely
building.

“We will not go away,” Lace-
well said. “We will not stop

, coaeield Sentors
Deserve

€ 2019 REPUBLICAN
Al Righis Reserved

Account: 29213 (611)
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https://www.masslive.com/news/2019/09/springfield-mayor-domenic-sarno-miffed-as-seniors-plan-rally-for-lower-cost-meals-transportation-at-raymond-jordan-center.html

https://pdfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/live/pdf/20190906/1924993913453020511_16902.pdf
https://pdfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/live/pdf/20190906/1924961214013721711_16902.pdf
https://pdfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/live/pdf/20190906/1924961214013721711_16902.pdf
https://pdfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/live/pdf/20190906/1924961214013721711_16902.pdf
https://www.wamc.org/post/following-pressure-seniors-city-offer-free-rides-springfield-senior-center?fbclid=IwAR0f9CIXqfbVsaqGTAezZJCM_UWx6_RZMeq5Re5YOeTAs4BFT5tQpr2bujQ
https://www.wamc.org/post/following-pressure-seniors-city-offer-free-rides-springfield-senior-center?fbclid=IwAR0f9CIXqfbVsaqGTAezZJCM_UWx6_RZMeq5Re5YOeTAs4BFT5tQpr2bujQ
https://www.wamc.org/post/following-pressure-seniors-city-offer-free-rides-springfield-senior-center?fbclid=IwAR0f9CIXqfbVsaqGTAezZJCM_UWx6_RZMeq5Re5YOeTAs4BFT5tQpr2bujQ
https://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20190521/tripp-towers-seniors-upset-after-srta-stops-service-to-stop-amp-shop
https://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20190521/tripp-towers-seniors-upset-after-srta-stops-service-to-stop-amp-shop
https://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20190521/tripp-towers-seniors-upset-after-srta-stops-service-to-stop-amp-shop
https://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20190713/srta-and-tripp-tower-seniors-reach-compromise-on-grocery-shuttle
https://www.southcoasttoday.com/news/20190713/srta-and-tripp-tower-seniors-reach-compromise-on-grocery-shuttle
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Springfield Mayor Domenic
Sarno ‘miffed’ as seniors plan
rally for lower-cost meals,
transportation at Raymond
Jordan center

SPRINGFIELD — Mayor Domenic J. Sarno said he

is “miffed” that a group of senior citizens is planning

a rally at City Hall Wednesday to protest the cost of

meals and transportation at the Raymond A. Jordan
Senior Center at Blunt Park.

The Massachusetts Senior Action Council
announced that dozens of seniors are expected to
gather at 11 a.m., protesting that the price of lunch is
$3.50 — compared with a previous price of $2 — and
that the cost of a round-trip van shuttle to the center
is $6. Van trips are provided by the Pioneer Valley
Transit Authority

- <
Springfield Seniors
Deserve

R-E-S-P-E-C-
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Seniors demand Springfield City Hall offer

.

real solutjong to access Services

PRINGFIELD’S SE- friends and family, or paying ieraccessto healthy food on
niors rallied in front $6 round trip on the pyTA aregnlar basis, Unfortunate-
of City Hall this week,  Van, Thig might not sound ly, the city decided against

with a simple demand: like a lot, but for seniors ike  this idea, without Proposing
offera plan to make sure 3] myself that are on 5 fixed in- alternative solutions and
Seniors can access the sey- come, this cost quickly adds continues to dragts feet
vicesand subsidized meals up and becomes 5 barrier when it comes to actionable
offered by the Jordan Senior to accessing the nutritious solutions to thig pressing
Center, meals thar many of us rely on problem,
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Hall’s decision ro close many  and costly public transpor- the backs of oy seniors,
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more, to reach the ney <ity’s decision to subsidize ransportation plan, while
center; others are not getting  the international fooq man-  ajgo increasing the costof
there atall, )'s not just a dgement corporatioy Sodexo. meals has been devastating
Place we get together and In addition to the $3.50 we for some of oyr acighbors,
socialize, but it’s 4 hubfor se~  are charged the City pays an F‘or(unalely, itisnor teo
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the doors 1o forr of the seven Yetanother roadblock for seniors {who vote, mind you}
Centers as it prepared 1o, oPen  seniars that age desperately  areimportany enough — it
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Springfield and the surround- Senior center clogyres and for 3{1-
ing areas. 1ising food prices, Ope ofthe  We're the Massachusetts

The lack of affordapie and  most exciting proposalswe  Setrior Action Council, ang
accessible transportation Suggested o the city wag 4 e won' sit by idly ag neeqeq
tothe new Jordan Center js plan to partner witf, Putnam  community csources are
one of the key jssyes keeping Vocational Tech High School  taken from us, We're waiting
sertiors from accessing meals o Holyoke Community Col.  for your call, Mr. Mayor.,
and the Opportunity to gp. lege’s culinary artg programs. Mattie Lacewe s 4 menber
8age. Those unable 1o drive This plan would have created  of the Massachusetss Senior
themselves yra lefttaking an in[ergenerational solution  Aceigy Councif
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2158033671157698
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Making Senior Voices Count!

| : :
Snerl?i/gpé(e};iatedr' Lynn Senior Services shut out Senior voices and harassed our
er director, prompting her to leave h i
conie | e her post. Seniors wouldn't stand
|O£<—:T ':c?rQLJlgh grassroots events, media coverage, social media and pressure on
oca CQt icia sl,(MSAC secured a 'commitment from Lynn's Mayor to hire a first-
ity worker to oversee Senior Affairs. The mayor will also launch a planning

committee, including Seniors, to en :
. ! 1 sure .
their Senior Center. that Seniors have a say in the future of

. Mass. Senior Action Council
Read All About it Endorses Lynn Mayor's

Seniors Take Action Against . .
GLSS CEO Commitment to Seniors
Lynn, MA - Massachusetts Senior Action Council

(MSAC) is commending Lynn Mayor Thomas McGee
for his unprecedented leadership on Senior issues. At a
Senior Center town hall, Mayor McGee made a series of
: : commitments that will ensure that Lynn Seniors have a
City Will Tak? Over Management seat at the table in City Hall.
Of Lynn Senior Center

Greater Lynn Senior Services

CEO Under Scrutin

e GLSS CEO Paul Crowley Resigns

Mayor McGee will solicit applications for a new Senior
Center director in January. This will be the first-ever city
employee dedicated to Seniors issues. He or she will
oversee the process of choosing a permanent site for the
Senior Center, and will oversee the hiring of other Senior
Center staff.

Crystal Haynes & -
@crystalhaynes —

457, Mass Senior Action Council | £]
#Lynn Tenant rights group, labor unions form coalition to protest JioRAET) about a month agc
mixed use development project citing unsafe working conditions

and lack of affordable housing. @boston25

s who have spoken out advacating for such
ast year, including many members of the
It was their voices that brought this

" want to thank the many senior
an action for the better part of the |

Massachusetts Senior Actian Council.
issue to the forefront, and it is a fine example of how residents can truty

rake a difference by standing up and getting involved in their local
gouemmem." - Springfield Gity Gouncilor Jesse Lederman

)14 2:46 PM - Jun 19, 2019

2, See Crystal Haynes's other Tweets

MASSLIVE.COM .
With few takers for senior center shuttle, Springfield offers ...
line at 413-575-044...

Interested seniors should call 2 dedicated reservation


http://www.itemlive.com/2019/08/09/seniors-take-action-against-glss-ceo/
http://www.itemlive.com/2019/08/09/seniors-take-action-against-glss-ceo/
https://www.itemlive.com/2019/10/07/greater-lynn-senior-services-ceo-under-scrutiny/
https://www.itemlive.com/2019/10/07/greater-lynn-senior-services-ceo-under-scrutiny/
https://www.itemlive.com/2019/11/04/glss-ceo-paul-crowley-resigns/
https://www.itemlive.com/2019/09/04/city-will-take-over-management-of-lynn-senior-center/
https://www.itemlive.com/2019/09/04/city-will-take-over-management-of-lynn-senior-center/
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Standing For Dignity

Itemlive.com
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CITY WILLTAKE

OVER
MANAGEMENT
OF LYNN SENIOR

CENTER

19
BY GAYLA CAWLEY | September 4, 20

ed on
M. McGee announc
— Mayor Thomas : ; e
LYI\ZiNesday that the city will t.)e taking :vw o would
i nt of the Lynn Senior Center, hwoud
ma;‘af emfm)ve to a new facility. But fsomet;i

i ea n

lice;tical they will see much benefit froj

s|

Kathy Paul of Lynn, z%nleml;exng;Aass
Senior Action Counct? want .s
programming for seniors (Jim
Wilson/File Photo )

transition.
i ices (GLSS)
Senior Services (
ity and Greater Lynn s
e C1:)yme to an agreement to move .tlhge :St' -
havetc from the GLSS building at 8 Si 250
: ili i .
Cewjlv Eimdeterminecl facility in June 20!
new,

ltemlive.com
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CEO UNDER SCRUTINY

The action by the Boarq of Directors followed receipt of 3 200-page job performance evaluation op
Paul Crowley, The review by a North Shore attorney anq human resources consultant wag Started
at the request of the board, 1 took six monthg to complete

GLSS delcli‘ned tp release the Teport. But soyrceg said the reviey Was critical of Crowley’s conduct
and administratjon of the agency’s $67 million budget. The 13-member Panel received ap €xecutive
Summary of the document jn, late August and placed Crowley on leave after Labor Day.

“You can surmise there’s 4 connection between the report and Pay] being put on leave,” sajd 5
source who declined to pe identified because they are not authorized te Speak for GLSg, “The 90

days is time for the boarg to fully research the informatiop Provided in the evaluation apq complete
their due diligence?”

A decision on Crowley’s future js €Xpected at the enq of the three-month period in Deg,

) ember. Hig
salary Jagt year was $346,742 in tota] Compensation, according to GoldsStar,

Two board memberg contacted by The Item declineq to discuss the controversy,

Our Taxes! O

Standing with Stacey

Lynn Seniors Deserve Better!

Dear Mayor Thomas McGee:

We ask for your help in our fight for Dignity at the
Lynn Senior Center. Any lease agreement for the Lynn
Senior Center should include:

® The Lynn Senior Center’s Council On Aging Board members should r.eflect the
people who use the center and be representatives for the Lynn Seniors.

® The Lynn Council On Aging Board should oversee the senior center’s ;
activities, funds, and along with the Mayor choose the Senior Center/Counci

On Aging Director.

® The Lease for the Senior Center must include respect for everyone,

® The Lynn Council On Aging appointments to the GLSS Board should be

recognized immediately.

Name,
_—

Address
-
-_— OO

ltemlive.com

pomeredsy The Daily ey
e

LocaL GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS, NEWS
GLSS CEO PAUL CROWLEY

RESIGNS

BY DAILY ITEM STAFE | November 4,2019
=L U EM STAFF

LYNN — Following monthg of speculation, Pay] Crowley is out ag CEO of Greater Lynn Senior
Services.

The Board of Directors of GLSs announced on Monday that the embattled CEQ resigned from his
position, effective Oct. 31.

No reason wag given for Crowley’s resignation, including whether it was voluntary, but h was

placed on a 90-day paid leave in September following an unflattering jggperformancg review
ordered by the Board of Directors,
——=-L0ard of Directors,

Crowley did not return a phone cajl seeking comment.
Last Year, he earned $346,742 with GLSS, according to Guidestar,

Ken Halkin, chief financial officer, and Valerie Parker Callahan, director of planning and
development, will continye their roles ag interim €0-CEOs while the board undergoes a search
Process to hire the organization’s next CEO, according to a Statement from the GLSS Board of
Directors,

Holly Jarrell-Marcine[jj will continue to serve as the liaison for all ASAP-relateq network activities jn
the interim period, according to the board,

\
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We closed out our year with a sense of victory and celebration. We
visited the State House for one last time in 2019, offering our thanks to

lawmakers in the form of new versions of popular Christmas Carols. But
we also reminded them that we will be back in 2020 with an even greater

commitment to fighting for Senior Justice!

Commonwealth Seniors to
Chljlstmas Carol to State
Legislators ip Support of

Medicare Expansion
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https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMassSeniorAction%2Fvideos%2F859266311155735%2F&show_text=0&width=560

