
States that… 

Increased income 

limits: 

 Connecticut 

 Washington DC 

 Indiana 

 Maine 
 

Eliminated asset 

limits: 

 Alabama 

 Arizona 

 Connecticut 

 Delaware 

 Washington DC 

 Maine 

 Mississippi 

 New York 

 Vermont 

An Act Regarding Medicare Savings Programs Eligibility 
Join Senator Lewis, Representative Garlick, and over 50 co-sponsors 

 To support a Bill to Fix the Senior Healthcare Cliff (S.640 & H.615) 
 

 
Massachusetts seniors are more likely to face economic insecurity than seniors in other states.   

 6 in 10 MA elders living alone, and 4 in 10 elder couples, do not have the income to meet basic needs.  
 Nationally, Massachusetts is among the states with the greatest percentage of economically insecure 

elders, second only to Mississippi. 

Healthcare is the second largest expense for seniors with limited opportunities for assistance. 

 1 in 3 low-income seniors in MA (under 200%FPL), and 1 in 5 of all MA 
seniors, spends more than 20% of their income for healthcare.  

 Massachusetts offers assistance with healthcare costs for individuals 
age 19-64 with incomes up to 300% FPL through Connector Care. 

 Individuals over the age of 65 must have incomes below 135% FPL to 
access similar assistance in Massachusetts.  

 Seniors are also the only group in Massachusetts who face asset limits 
to access assistance with health care costs.    

The solution: 
This legislation increases income eligibility for Medicare Savings Programs in Massachusetts from 

135% of federal poverty level ($15,889) to 300% of poverty ($35,010) – aligning with Connector 

Care. Also, eliminates the asset test for Medicare Savings Programs. 

Benefits:  

 LEVERAGES ADDITIONAL FEDERAL FUNDS AND BENEFITS:  

Expanding eligibility enables the Commonwealth 

to shift individuals from 100% state funded 

programs into programs with federal matches. 

Furthermore, for each $1 Ma invests in 

expansion we leverage $7 in federal benefits. 

 REDUCES ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: Eliminating asset limits significantly reduces state 

administrative expenses. Several states have found that eliminating the asset test was cost 

neutral due to the reduction in administrative costs and state pharmacy programs. 

 STREAMLINES THE APPLICATION PROCESS: Eliminating the asset test would also allow for a 

streamlined application, thus reducing barriers for eligible individuals. States without asset 

limits have reduced their applications to 2-4 pages compared to the 28 page application 

Massachusetts maintains.  

 ELIMINATES THE “HEALTHCARE CLIFF:” Aligning MSP eligibility limits with Connector Care levels 
effectively eliminates the “healthcare cliff” that many low-income individuals experience 
when they turn 65.  

 
For more information contact Mass Senior Action Council  

617-284-1234 or CVillers@MassSeniorAction.org 
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